Several instances of specific diagnoses made by renal biopsy were discussed. The impossibility of assessing the renal lesion in patients with a nephrotic syndrome from clinical and biochemical data was illustrated by several cases, and has been fully discussed elsewhere (Joekes et al., 1958 ). An obvious consequence is the importance of renal biopsy in assessing treatment of patients with a nephrotic syndrome, and this applies to many other forms of renal disease.
Although there are many instances of immediate benefit to patients from obtaining renal biopsy material, the most outstanding value of the technique is the knowledge of the natural history of various forms of renal disease that is being gained. It may be expected that in the future further insight into the etiology of some forms of renal disease will make rational curative therapy possible in conditions that are now accepted as inevitably progressive.
